FLORIDA FOXTROTTER ASSOCIATION
JULY 2019
“HOT TO TROT”

NATIONAL FARRIERS WEEK.
National Farrier’s Week from July 10-16 honors the men and women who care for and
maintain the hooves of horses. This highly specialized trade requires skill in hoof care,
blacksmithing, as well as care of injured and diseased hooves. You might do something
special for your farrier to let him/her know you appreciate what they do.
Some of the ways to show appreciation:
1. Pay your farrier on time
2. Make sure your horse is well behaved for your farrier.
3. Provide your farrier with a safe area to work that also offers protection
for the elements.
4. Have your horse ready for your farrier when he/she arrives.
5. Take good care of your horse's feet in between farrier visits.
6. Listen to your farrier's advice on hoof care.
Finally -- most important of all -- "No Hoof -- No Horse!"
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Calendar of Events
Don’t forget to carry your Coggins with you on the trails
June 15

Illuminations Horse Association Horse Show
At Debbie Glovers – this is a planned series of 4 shows
June 15, July 13, August 17 and Sept 14
(See show billet attached )

August 16

Paddle and Straddle at the Suwannee
Hosted by Rebecca Morse
(see flyer attached)

December 14

Christmas event at the Suwannee
Hosted by Ann Hays, Judy Mruz and Nancy Chretien
Contact at Suwannee for stall and camping reservations
– Carol Walker 386-364-2962
Cell 386-365-0070

January 17

Carl Balyeat memorial ride
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and forever discharge the Florida Fox Trotter Association (FFTA) of and from all manner of action and actions, cause and causes of
action, suit, debts, dues, sums of money, bonds, billings, contracts, executions, claims and demands whatsoever, in law or in equity, which
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______________________
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______________________
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c/o Nancy Chretien
2113 Jasper Way
The Villages, FL 32162
Revised: December 2018

Group Trail Riding Manners
Are you a first time trail rider? Are you riding an inexperienced horse on the trail? Is the group riding
out on a chilly morning? Does your horse sometime have an attitude toward other horses? Has your
horse not been ridden often because you just have time to ride it now and again? Is your horse a high
energy horse that is sometimes difficult to control? Not everyone has a “perfect horse” that has
hundreds of miles of trail riding under its belt. What happens when we all get together to have a
group trail ride? Our first and foremost desire is for everyone to have a safe ride. Here are a few
suggestions to have every ride be a good experience. These suggestions may seem like basic logic,
but they are quite important.
1. Make sure each trail ride includes a trail boss (who leads and who knows the trails), a drag
rider (who brings up the rear), and that all riders have a map of the trails. No one passes the
trail boss and no one is allowed behind the drag rider for safety reasons.
2. Don’t assume that everyone is an experienced rider and that every horse is an experienced
horse.
3. Ride your horse for several days prior to the trail ride so that you know how to handle the
horse. Every time you ride your horse, have some form of groundwork that you do with it – 5 15 minutes. That will help the horse get rid of its excessive energy before you get on him. That
will help the horse focus on its job and get rid of the silly behavior that often is experienced in
the first 15 minutes of the ride.
4. The group should begin the ride at a slow speed and should not leave until EVERYONE is on
his/her horse and is ready to go. Whenever a group takes off at a fast speed, the horses all get
excited and it could be a recipe for disaster.
5. The group should be very aware of any problems any rider is having with a horse. Everyone
needs to stop until that horse and rider are comfortable with continuing.
6. Do not ride too close to other horses. (Any horse that kicks should wear a red ribbon in its tail
so that others are warned of this behavior.)
7. If necessary, divide the trail group into several smaller groups. Those who want to go fast and
those who are okay with going slowly and “smelling the roses along the way.”
8. Group needs to help those who are inexperienced on the trails. (For example, if a horse is
reluctant to cross water, take the time to help them do it.) If the group needs to slow down,
do it. Remember, safety is the first priority.
9. Although some riders do not like to wear helmets, it is the best practice for safe riding.
There are certainly other suggestions, but these are some to help us all enjoy a safe trail ride.

