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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

FFTA – 25 YEARS
What a year 2020 has been! By now everyone has probably become worn out by COVID19 (which continues to be
running rampant throughout the world), election fatigue, plus the unprecedented climate catastrophes (fires, floods,
hurricanes, extreme swings in heat/cold). Fortunately, for all of us, we do have the diversion of our equine
companions!
Since I have had an abundance of time at home these days, I have been sorting through all the photographs we have
collected throughout the years (hundreds and hundreds). Besides the family and home photos, we have a lot of FFTA
related photos from the last 25 years that our Association has be in existence starting with the first gathering at
Welaka State Forest in 1995. Found photos of FFTA shows, MFTHBA shows where some 22 FFTA members exhibited
horses, as well as events that included all-breed exhibitions. There are photos of trails rides from DuPris in South
Florida all the way up to North Florida. Campouts, day rides, clinics, parades, and many other events. Our objectives
have always been to promote the Missouri Fox Trotter breed. In more recent years, especially after the 2004/2005
hurricanes and then the 2008 financial collapse (the horse industry all over the USA was hit hard), FFTA (like many
other horse groups) found that it had to adjust to the situations. After the hurricanes, many of our members moved
out-of-state (wonder why?). Some faced financial difficulties and had to give up their farms and/or horses, too. As a
result, we invited other breeds to join our Affiliate. Shows became all-gaited breed shows. As our membership
became older, we found that many of our trail riding is done where electric hookups are available for trailers and
motels are nearer. Earlier, there were more rides in more primitive areas where small generators were used, tent
camping, and campfires at night. The good thing is that we are adjusting to our times by doing what we can with our
horses locally and in virus safe places.
By late December we hope to have an individual reward program for folks to work toward achieving recognition in
whatever area of interest they use their horses (and be retroactive for 2020, too). MFTHBA will be launching in 2021
their MFTHBA Medal Program for MFTHBA members. Our FFTA program will design a compatible sister program
so that all the breeds in our Florida Affiliate can participate in our individual reward program. It will be such that our
MFT owners can use their activities to count in both MFTHBA and FFTA programs. For now, everyone keep logs on
ALL your horse activities—both at home and away from home. (Look for a preview of the MFTHBA program in this
newsletter.)
I am pleased to learn that members are tucked safely away in their environs with their horses and are awaiting a time
that everyone can be safe from COVID to do those things together that we used to do in abundance. Those photos
remind me that we have had many, many good times and am, also, assured that we remain an extended family of
friends with many more things to do. We are eager to contain COVID and get reliable therapeutics and safe vaccines
so that we can find some sort of normalcy in our lives. For that reason, we appreciate that all of you are staying with
FFTA and value our friendships and connections.
Stay safe, sane, and keep in touch.
Kathie
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NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY
Dear FFTA Members,.
Please find the information in this newsletter on the 2020 Christmas Event. I believe you will find
everything you need to make plans to attend. I love that we will have the Music Hall to ourselves for
meals and that the method of serving the dinner will ease everyone’s minds in regard to reducing risk
for transmitting the COVID-19 virus.
I know we are all responsible people and if we have any symptoms of COVID-19 that are not identified with another health issue we will self-isolate to protect ourselves and others. Some symptoms of
COVID-19 are fever and chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or
body aches, headache, new loss of taste of smell, sore throat, congestion or running nose, nausea or
vomiting, diarrhea. In my case I have some of these symptoms everyday and they are not related to
COVID-19. If I had an elevated temperature I would definitely self-isolate. It’s important to know
what is “normal” for yourself and what is suspicious.
Thank you all for doing your part in keeping COVID-19 at bay until a safe and effective vaccine is
developed along with effective treatment for those that have it. Natural immunity development hopefully will occur in conjunction.
As a reminder it is the season for renewal of your membership. I hope you’ll find the FFTA worthy of
renewing. On the 6th page of this newsletter you’ll find the 2021 application/renewal form. You may
print the page, fill in the application and send it along with the appropriate dues to the address at the
bottom of the form. You may also submit it to me or Teresa Mikelson at the 2020 Christmas Event. I
will have additional forms available at the Christmas Event.
Speaking of thanks… Many thanks to Ann Hays, Judy Mruz and Nancy Chretien. They are Rock
Stars in the work and hours they have put in to bring the 2020 Christmas Event to fruition. Let’s thank
them by attending and enjoying the events they have planned to make this a memorable event. Thanks
also to FFTA for funding Saturday’s activities. It takes a village to bring it all together.
If you can’t be a Unicorn in life…own a Missouri Fox Trotting Horse.
Jan McDougald

HORSE TRACKS
Horse Trivia
Murphy’s Law: Horses


You will end up with the same number of horses as there are stalls in your barn. The less time you
have, the longer it takes to load the horse into the trailer.



The more carefully you check the trailer, the more likely the truck will break down.



As soon as you bring a new hoof pick home, it will disappear.



The more people watching, the more your horse will misbehave.



Your favorite bridle will always break, and the ugliest one will last forever.



The lighter the horse’s coat, the more likely it is to roll in manure the day before a show.



Your clippers will break when you have one ear left to trim.




When you’re winning, it’s time to quit – because the only way to go is down.



When you go out to get your horse before a storm hits, that’s when it plays “catch me if you can”
game.



Just a day before you leave to go to a show, your horse throws a shoe.

“God forbid that I should go to any heaven where there are no horses.”
----R. B. Cunningham-Graham, writer.

Saving Christmas Covid Style
By Nancy Chretien
2020 has been the year of the Covid virus. We are all adjusting and learning to live with "the New
Normal". Everywhere we go masked people look like they are either going in to perform surgery or
are robbing the stagecoach. I have to admit, I expected it would have run its course by now and was
prepared to celebrate Christmas with my friends from the FFTA the usual way. The Covid virus had
other ideas. I am writing to tell you that a committee for the Christmas Celebration has been working
diligently since last April to provide a Christmas Gathering and 25th Anniversary celebration of the
creation of the FFTA that allows us to gather to ride and celebrate, while maintaining the guidelines
in place for protecting ourselves from the Covid Virus. Ann Hays has spent countless hours
coordinating with Carol, at the restaurant at the Suwannee Music park, to make feeding us as safe as
possible. These measures include:
FFTA will be the ONLY group eating in the large Music Hall dining room.
It is not operating for the general public.
Saturday's lunch will be a box lunch prepared by the food staff at the Music Hall utilizing CDC food
prep guidelines. Participants have their choice of eating in the dining hall or taking their lunch back
to their camper. Sanitizing and social distancing will be observed. Having the whole dining hall gives
us plenty of room to social distance and still communicate. We are asking everyone to wear masks
unless they are eating. We will have disposable masks and gloves available as well as a large
container of hand sanitizer.
The procedure for dinner will be mostly similar. The Music Hall staff will place food items on our
plates using masks and gloves, cafeteria style. They will be the only ones touching the serving pieces.
Drinks will be handed to guests one at a time, again with masks and gloves. We will also have those
available for members.
We do plan to have a gift exchange for those who would like to participate and an ornament
exchange game. We will use masks and gloves during these events.
We plan to have a silent auction of donated items available to bid on. If you have something you can
donate please bring it. We are always in need of items for this popular auction that benefits the
FFTA.
Social distancing while tacking up and riding should not be a problem.
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The FFTA will be paying for everyone's lunch, social hour, and dinner on Saturday evening. There will
be NO COST to MEMBERS. If you would like to enjoy this generous offer please be sure to renew
your membership. Members will be given tickets for their meals and beverages in their welcome
packet.
Earlier in the year we did not have a board of officers to lead the FFTA. At the time we thought we
would be disbanding it occurred to us that 2020 is the 25th Anniversary of the inception of the
Florida Fox trotter Association. We planned to have one last special gathering to commemorate this
milestone. Then Covid hit and everything went on hold. Some amazing members came forward and
volunteered to become our new board and the FFTA has continued with Kathie Woodward as
President; Vice President, Jackie Peterson; Secretary, Jan McDougald; and treasurer Teresa Mikelson.
We thank these ladies for their dedication to the organization. Because of this we are hoping to start
off the renewed FFTA activities with this event that celebrates Christmas camaraderie and our very
special 25th (silver) Anniversary. In honor of this Anniversary, we have a commemorative gift for
everyone who attends. We are also hoping those that come will share a special memory or anecdote
from their participation in the FFTA over the years.
For a perfect end to the evening people can enjoy the famed, Suwannee Music Park Christmas lights.
We have been told they will be up to drive through.
Please see the attached flyer with the schedule of activities the committee has arranged for the
event. The rest of the details are there.
We want to stress that participation in any of the activities is totally voluntary so please pick those
that you are comfortable with participating in.
The Christmas Gathering Committee, Ann Hays, Judy Mruz, and Nancy Chretien, hopes that many of
you will join us on December 5th, for this very special Christmas/Anniversary Celebration.
We
miss you!

FLORIDA FOX TROTTER ASSOCIATION
The Florida Affiliate of the Missouri Fox Trotting Horse Breed Association
Membership Application/Renewal 2021
Name __________________________________________________________Birth Date________________
Other Family Members Wishing to Join _____________________________Birth Date________________
Other Family Members Wishing to Join _____________________________Birth Date________________
Other Family Members Wishing to Join _____________________________Birth Date________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________ Fax _____________________ e-mail _____________________________
*****NOTE: The newsletter is sent via email. Initial here if you prefer a hard copy __________.******
Your specific interests: Clinics _____ Shows _____ Trail Riding _____ Other _____________________
Member of MFTHBA? Name __________________________yes____no____membership #___________
Name __________________________yes____no____membership #___________
Name __________________________yes____no____membership #___________

DUES: ______ Single Membership:

$15.00

______ Family Membership: $25.00

Please make your checks payable to the Florida Fox Trotter Association. Thank you.
Hold Harmless Release
For and in consideration of the activities, services and fees paid, Participant hereby does forever and finally release, remise, acquit, satisfy
and forever discharge the Florida Fox Trotter Association (FFTA) of and from all manner of action and actions, cause and causes of
action, suit, debts, dues, sums of money, bonds, billings, contracts, executions, claims and demands whatsoever, in law or in equity, which
may arise for or against the FFTA for the activities of the Association. This document is meant to be a full and complete release from any
and all liability that may arise from participating in the activities of the FFTA. This release is given freely and voluntarily by the
Participant.
_____________________________________________________

______________________

Signed (include legal guardian under 18 years of age)
_____________________________________________________
Other Family Member(s)

Date
______________________
Date

Please submit this form and your membership fee to:
Florida Fox Trotter Association
c/o Teresa Mikelson
1133 Coral Farms Road
Florahome, FL 32140
foxtrottertm@gmail.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DEC 5, 2020 - FFTA Christmas 2020
Please See Flyer on Next Two Pages

The Christmas Committee consisting of Ann Hays, Judy Mruz and Nancy Chretien
has been working hard
In making “Christmas 2020” a safe and fun weekend.

April 2021 – “The Gathering” Exact date and details to come

FFTA CHRISMAS EVENT 2020
December 5, 2020
At
The Suwannee Music Park
386-364-1683
www.Musicliveshere.com
The Christmas event is just around the corner. I hope you have renewed your FFTA
membership and will be attending this Holiday/25th Anniversary Event. We hope you can come
whether you are bringing a horse or not.
Call for reservations and let them know you are with FFTA and you’ll get a discount.
Here is a brief description of our agenda on Saturday
 9:30 am Ride in the morning. You can either join the group ride or ride on your own
 12 pm – 1 pm FFTA is providing a box lunch at the Music Hall. You can eat there or take
back to camp
 6:30 pm FFTA is providing a Social hour Saturday evening in the Music Hall
 7:30 pm FFTA is providing Dinner in the Music Hall
o Bring your check book so you can bid on silent auction items
o Bring a $25.00 horse theme gift if you want to participate in the gift exchange
o Bring a horse theme tree ornament if you want to participate in the ornament exchange/game
o May be a few other games if you want to participate
o This is our 25th anniversary so bring a remembrance story to tell
o
Please RSVP by November 29 to Ann Hays (904-468-0081 or Hays5671@yahoo.com. We will
need a headcount for lunch and dinner

FFTA Christmas 2020
December 5, 2020
at
The Suwannee Music Park
386-364-1683
www.Musicliveshere.com
Call for reservations and let them know you are with FFTA and you’ll get a
discount. Hope you can come whether you are bringing a horse or not.
Fee’s are:
Stalls…………………….$15.00 per night per horse
Paddocks…………………30.00 per night
(2 horse per paddock)
Full hook up ………………30.00 per night
Cabin – one bedroom…….110.00 per night
Cabin – two bedrooms…...140.00 per night
Golf cart rental…………….35.00 per day
(For golf cart call the General Store direct at 386-364-4841)
*Primitive camping and cabins available, call office at 386-364-1683 for pricing
Please RSVP by November 29th to Ann Hays (904-468-0081) or
Hays5671@yahoo.com. We will need a head count

