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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
November 2021
Hello Everyone—
As you all know, the FFTA Fall Festival at Welaka State Forest had to be cancelled for a rather intense
weather event that decided to cross our paths. No matter how carefully a project is planned, something
may still interfere. To translate a line from the poem, “To a Mouse,” by the Scottish poet Robert Burns: The
best-laid plans of mice and men often go awry. So, it has happened with the Fall Festival. Our heartfelt
thanks goes out to the BOD members who put countless hours planning the event as well as preparing the
Poker Ride, the obstacle course, silent auction, the games, etc.! The Welaka State Forest Equestrian Facility
is a delightful venue! We hope that we can reschedule this event for the spring of 2022.
Among the things we were scheduled to do at the Fall Festival involved having a short membership
meeting to address the election of officers and some of our future goals. We will have this meeting at the
Christmas event and value your input for ideas for the future of the FFTA. As are other horse organizations
affected by Covid19, the FFTA is in a rebuilding phase. We encourage your participation in the Association
in any capacity: officers, board members, volunteers at events, advice, etc. Additionally, we will address
the election of the 2022 Officers and BOD members. A nominating committee is currently being formed.
(Note, more information is included in this newsletter regarding procedures.) Because of Covid19 and the
distances we all live apart, we have found technology has been a valuable tool. We can now use Zoom for
meetings, email, Messenger, text messages, phones, etc. for communication.
Hope that you will join us at the annual Christmas/Holiday Event at Black Horse Resort Ranch on
December 4-5. Hope you enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday.
See you soon. Kathie
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November 2021 Birthdays
Darlene Colucci – 1st
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Notes from the Secretary
Jan McDougald
Happy Thanksgiving to all. My favorite holiday! I can imagine that most everyone has been busier than they care to be.
During the cooler weather we can actually get some of our outdoor chores done that we’ve neglected, at least I have.
Many of us were looking forward to the Fall Festival and partaking in the events, trail riding, the poker ride, arena fun,
meals together, camaraderie, hanging out by the campfire and more. Unfortunately the hard work of Kathie Woodward
and Debbie Hagenbuch-Reese did come to fruition due to a stormy weather forecast that actually materialized.
According to Kathie’s, “Letter From The President” it looks as though it will be rescheduled for spring.
We have article contributions from Nancy Chretien, a blip (her word) from Ann Hays and pictures from Cheryl Pearson
who has recently moved to Georgia.
Please remember to renew your membership before the first of the year. You will find an application for year 2022
attached in the email that was sent with this newsletter. I really appreciate the kindness that has been shown by our
members throughout the past year. Thank you for that.

I hope you come visit me!
It has been a long and hard decision, but I am moving to
Colorado Springs. My oldest son and daughter-in-law live there, and
of course, my three wonderful grandkids. I have been a long time
member of FFTA and have met many wonderful people through this
club. I’m looking forward to the adventure but will miss my friends in
Florida. I am moving by the end of the year, but my horses will stay in
Ocala until the spring. At that time I’ll move them to Colorado.
I hope you keep in touch with me, either via phone, facebook or
email. I will be attending the FFTA Christmas party on December 4th
at Black Horse Ranch Resort and would love to see as many members
as I can before I leave.

Ann M. Hays
904-468-0081
Hays5671@yahoo.com

The FFTA is losing a Dear Friend
By Nancy Chretien
As you may have heard or read, by now you know that a long time member and former secretary of the FFTA, Ann
Hays, is moving to Colorado after Christmas. Thankfully, she will be with us for the Christmas camp and ride,
December 4-5 at Black Horse Resort Ranch. Ann gave hours and hours of her time and talent to the FFTA when she
was the Secretary. She also has attended a great number of the club's activities over the years. Many of you may
remember Ann and Judy Mruz cleaning and converting their horse trailer into their living quarters at camping
weekends. After I met them we all teamed up and found rental accommodations we could share at the various venues.
The memories of those "camp outs" are among the happiest, and most fun of my life. I treasure them.
I know we all wish Ann much happiness on her move to be closer to her children, grandchildren, sisters, and extended
family. If you would like to send her a note of good wishes or share a memory with her you can either:
1.) Bring them to the FFTA Christmas Celebration on December 4-5 and we will have a box available for you to put your
good wishes in;
2.) Give them to her in person; or
3.) Mail a note to: Ann Hays
95260 Barbaras Place
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Good luck and much happiness Ann. We will miss you!

Do your Christmas Shopping with the FFTA
By Nancy Chretien
We will be having a silent auction at the Christmas event. The proceeds benefit
the club. We have not had a fund raiser in a while and the treasury could use
some help. If you have anything to donate to the cause we can sell it. We are
happy to get horse items, decorative items, household items, camping
essentials, Christmas items, food and adult beverages, etc. Gently used objects
and hand created objects are gratefully accepted. If you have a service you can
offer that would be wonderful. Please bring your checkbook and start your
Christmas shopping from items at the Silent Auction, December 4.

Tales from the Trails. What a road trip!
Submitted by Nancy Chretien
We started out on November 7 for the biggest road trip of our lives, so far. With a motorhome loaded with food, clothes, dog
beds, and 2 dogs, pulling a horse trailer loaded with hay and grain for 2 1/2 weeks, lots of tack, and one little horse we headed
to the mountains of KY with a caravan including our friends, Bill and Barb Jasewicz from Ocala and Denise Eberle from Alva, FL.
We were not aware of the adventure that was about to unfold. We had never traveled this long with a horse in the trailer and
certainly not over mountainous roads. We stopped briefly in GA for one night and reached our destination HIGH on a mountain
in KY. It was a relief to be settling in to camp for a week after 2 days of hard driving. My horse, Sachem (Iroquois word for Chief),
appreciated the break also. We joined the Sheltowee Trail riders that are a part of the Appaloosa Horse Club. Sheltowee means
"Turtle" and that is the symbol of this ride. They hold it the same time of every year for a week in a different location. It is
named after Daniel Boone. The Native Americans called him Sheltowee because apparently he moved slowly.
The first night of the week long ride, we were welcomed into the Sheltowee family. We were given the annual ride T-shirt, and
as first year attendees we were given hats and medals. It turns out riders from FL had the most new riders. We met people from
Lady Lake, Umatilla, Clermont, Eustis and Bartow. All areas that are close to where we traveled from.
Red Hill Farm in KY is located on the top of what seems like a mountain. The first day of riding we ventured out for 4 hours of
steep trails, winding up and down hills covered with rocks and mud and multiple switch backs. It was my introduction to mountain riding and the use of a breast collar. Head to tail, about 90 of us traversed the terrain watching what the riders in front of us
did and hoping our horses would follow safely. It was a HUGE challenge for me but my little horse took outstanding care of me
staying sure footed, moving forward through rocks climbing up and down rocky hills, through mud and crossing water. When we
came up from the valley he gaited across the campground and stopped in front of his stall at the barn. I have to admit I was also
a sore rider.
Our reservation fees included the campsite, stall, and 3 meals a day. After dinner, every night, there was either a ceremony, an
auction or entertainment. They had 2 nights of auctions that were totally entertaining. Everything was included from artwork, to
used saddles and tack, halters, lead ropes, clothes, hats, and even chin straps. The men that were wranglers for the rides during
the day, turned into vaudeville entertainers at night helping with the auction. They modeled horse equipment, clothes, and
quilts with great fanfare, and yelling, "Yup, Ho, Yup, Here,” to keep the bidders going. It was 2 nights of the best entertainment
and laughs.
The people I met from all over the country were so warm and welcoming. You were quickly included in the family of the "Sheltowee". Although I only rode 2 out of the 5 days, I loved the people I met. The number of riders did drop off every day. I will not
ride mountains like this again, but I plan to meet my friends of the Sheltowee next year wherever they choose to go.
While in KY we took a side trip towards Lexington to experience The Ark Adventure, a full size replica of Noah's Ark recreated
using the descriptions in the Bible. It was truly an awe expiring experience.

After a week in KY we headed to our next destination, the famous, Big South Fork, in TN. It was only a 4 hour drive. Riding here
was on my bucket list, and it truly did not disappoint. The riding was interesting and picturesque but not as mountainous as KY.
The owner of our campground, Sandy, was a former neighbor and friend of our traveling companion, Denise. Her place is perfect
with huge secure stalls and paddocks full of grass. The horses were in heaven. Sandy was our guide for a couple of days. She
took us over to where several of her riding buddies live. We joined them on a fabulous ride on their privately owned trails. We
saw streams and waterfalls. It is so beautiful. I totally fell in love with TN. Sachem, again took good care of me, crossing streams
and climbing hills. All I had to do was stay on and enjoy the ride.
We took a side trip and toured some Amish leather/tack shops, had lunch at a lovely deli/store, and learned how they make Sorghum. The area called Muddy Pond, had several muddy ponds along the way and an interesting place to stop around every corner.
The drive to the next destination took us back to GA. The drive through Atlanta was as bad as we had been told. I felt so sorry for
my poor horse on the trip, being banged and bumped on curving up and down back roads and then being subjected to the trucks
and traffic and noise of I 75. The ride in the motorhome was uncomfortable for me at times so I really worried about him.

In GA we met up with Jon Cook and Kelly Graddy Cook, and their friends from Ocala, Denise and Chad , who were finishing up a
2 month camping and riding trip that took them out west to Montana, and New Mexico. We stayed at the Mingo Riding Club in
Toombsville, GA. It was a lovely place with multiple pretty trails that are available to members and others, if they have room.
The flat riding suited me better. Jon was riding his new horse, Cesar, on the trails for the first time. Cesar did very well for him,
while adjusting to the commotion of campers and multiple riders. The hostess told us that it was cheaper for us to join and get
the member pricing. Our memberships are good until the end of next February so we will probably venture to Mingo again this
winter. On Saturday night they had karaoke. The crowd was very small but the talent was big. We enjoyed dancing and singing
along from our seats. Our friends, Jon Cook, and Barb Jasewicz, did us proud by contributing a few performances at the mic.
At the end of the weekend it was back home to laundry, lots of laundry, and unpacking and cleaning the camper. I learned many
things on this trip.
1. I have a very special horse. He does everything I ask with care. I could not have begun to successfully complete these rides
without him. He stood quietly on the trailer for many hours a day while traveling. He adjusted to the changes of surroundings
and companions. He is such a treasure.
2. I now have my "Gettysburg Horse". Next on my bucket list is riding around the battlefields of Gettysburg, PA. Sachem is a
"Gettysburg Horse."
3. I have very special friends who invited us to share their vacation travels. They graciously showed us the ropes of traveling and
camping with horses, offering help, advice, and keeping track of us on the road and on the trails.
4. Take your CHECKBOOK. The places we stay with the horses do NOT take credit cards and you find that you quickly run out of
cash.
5. Always carry a bag of rice with you. My cell phone got damp with condensation from a glass of water nearby overnight on our
second night out. If I had had rice I think I could have saved it. It was a few days before I could get off the mountain to get some.
I got limited use of it. As of today I have a new Motorola phone that I cannot figure out how to use. I am finally able to make and
receive calls however. I did a lot of reading on the trip.
6. Take extra of everything you need to ride your horse for 2 weeks. Reins, chinstraps, breast collars, etc. have a way of breaking.
7. Take time to look at the scenery along the way. When you get off the main highways this country is beautiful. Even GA has
mountains.
8. Take time off from riding to tour. Find something interesting to see when you are traveling. There are new adventures around
every corner.
9. Interact with other people. You will be surprised at what you can learn and the friendships you can make.
10. Share meals and conversation with your traveling companions. Many hands do lighten the work and they are better cooks
than I am.
11. Ask for help when you need it. Your friends are always there for you and you will eventually learn to do things yourself.
12. Travel with friends who give you turn by turn maps and directions to everywhere you are going. (Thank you Barb Jasewicz)
This saves you from multiple arguments with your husband, who is driving.
13. Do NOT put your dog in the truck while the keys are in it. This can result in you needing a locksmith, unless you can train your
dog unlock the car.
14. Just do it. Hit the road and experience the riding and fun that our country has to offer.

I am totally looking forward to next year’s adventure.

Jan, you are welcome to use the photos, and yes, the barn where I board is about 25 minutes from my home. Stephenson Stables, and owner Jayne Stephenson, have much more equine history than I do, she has just been recognized as a
founding member with 50 years of service in the American Saddlebred Association.
While in Ocala (2016-2020) I took a trail ride on the Greenway, then another trail ride, then I bought one of the trail
horses. She was a little paint mare quarter horse with a terribly rough trot - I was 70 when I got her, my first horse.
I knew next to nothing but knew I loved horses, learning to ride, having the time of my life. As you know, horse people
are the best and I had lots of support from people at the barn and those I met on the trails and made many “horsey”
friends.
As fate would have it, I was fortunate to board at Pam and Peggy’s beautiful Fox Trotter Ranch, smack dab on the
Greenway, awesome farm and perfect location. Within a couple of months boarding there, Harriett Cooksey sent my
beautiful Goldie (registered as Goldielocks with her lovely wavy mane) to be resold. Pam Harrell, Peggy Litt and Ross
Harper all encouraged me to try her out as a perfect horse for me, but Peggy warned me that “To ride a MFT was to
own a MFT” and of course she was right.
Goldie is now part of a herd of 15 horses, mild mannered geldings and mares alike who spend their days in a huge pasture with a large wooded area where they hang out in the very hot or rainy weather. The other herd of 15 is called “The
Bachelors,” not as mild mannered and so separated from the other herd. I was shocked to learn that Goldie is working
her way to the top of the herd and is a force to reckon with - nobody takes on Goldie! She has a lovely stall which she
hates, comes in for her grain in the morning at 8, back out for the day, then in at 4:30 or so for her evening grain and
back to the pasture. She is a happy horse, being a horse with her peers, but always comes to me when I whistle and call
her name - no treats with me (I would be mobbed) it is just the way I have always called to her.
MFTs are not common in Georgia, and actually in this part of the state, north of Atlanta, it is mostly English, not Western, so I am often asked about Goldie’s breed and always complimented on her beauty. I’ll always be grateful to Harriett, Pam, Peggy and Ross for encouraging me to buy, and then teaching me to ride Goldie.
From Cheryl Pearson

Calendar of Events 2021 and 2022
December 3 – 5 Christmas Get Together …
Please read the Flyer on the next page.
It has a lot of helpful information.
Lots of activities, fun, friendship and food.
A BIG Thank YOU goes to Nancy Chretien and her co-host Ann Hays for their
Work and effort in organizing the Christmas Get Together.
See You There!
April 2022 –

The Gathering exact date to be announced soon

CHRISTMAS - Get-Together Flyer
Please join us at the Black Horse Resort Ranch
December 4-5
Celebrate Christmas with the FFTA
There will be trail riding, Christmas crafts, games and festivities. The theme is “A Down Home Country Christmas.” A
member pay delicious Barbecue Dinner will be served Saturday evening.
This year you will be creating ornaments with a rustic homemade touch to use in the ornament game. There is no need
to bring one. Just bring your creativity and share your talents with fellow members.
We will have the usual gift exchange with a value of $25. There is No Requirement to participate in these activities.
You are welcome to watch and enjoy.
Tentative Schedule
Friday – Those that arrive early are welcome to ride on their own, have dinner on their own and then join us on the
patio for Christmas Cheer and Create your own ornament.
Saturday
9:30 AM - Ride out on the Guided trail ride. It will be 2-3 hours depending on the participants.
Lunch on your own
1:30 PM – 4 PM – Join us on the patio in the afternoon to work on Christmas ornaments and decoration preparation.
You may also take another ride on the trails.
5:00 PM - Snacks and Games before dinner. BYOB
6:00 PM – Dinner and Gift Exchange. Members and guests will pay for their dinners. We are working on a budget for
that. The caterer has informed me that the price of food is up this year. He always supplies plenty of delicious food.
RSVP to Nancy Chretien 315-730-3471 or nachretien@yahoo.com by November 25 as a headcount is needed for the
caterer.
Sunday – Grab some buddies and enjoy another trail ride before you head home.
If you can’t bring a horse and ride with us, you are welcome to camp with us anyway. If you aren’t able to camp then
please come for dinner and the evening. It is always fun, festive and delicious.
Black Horse Ranch is conveniently located for many of our members to not have to travel far to participate. JoAnn is
an outstanding hostess who makes sure the decorations are Bright and everything is Right. She has made several new
additions to the property and is always striving to improve her facility for her guests. Bring your bathing suit and enjoy
JoAnn’s lovely in-ground swimming pool.

SEE ACCOMMODATIONS ON NEXT PAGE

ACCOMMODATIONS
CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER 2021
WHEN: December 4-5, the first weekend of December - You are always welcome to arrive early and stay longer.
WHERE: Black Horse Ranch
22651 SE Hwy 42
Umatilla, FL 32784
RESERVATIONS: Contact JoAnn Cosgrove at
Phone: 352-434-1204 or 352-434-2526
Email: blackhorseresortranch@gmail.com
Online: blackhorseresortranch.com/bookyourstay
CAMPING: Black Horse Ranch –
$35/day – 30 amp RV Sites (includes water, sewer and electric)
$40/day – 50 amp RV Sites (includes water, sewer and electric)
HORSE ACCOMMODATIONS:
Indoor stalls - $25/day
Small outdoor paddocks - $20/day

***There are also a few RVs and a Cabin available to rent.
Contact JoAnn for pricing.***

