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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
October 2021
Hello Everyone,
Wonderful news. We had our first FFTA event of 2021 after enduring the stresses of COVID19 which morphed into a more
virulent Delta version. Thanks so much for Jan (our FFTA Secretary) for doing a wonderful job for making our day at the World
Equestrian Center in Ocala happen! She spent many hours preparing and researching the facility. (By the way, she might just
have a new job—tour guide for the World Equestrian Center.) We had 18 folks tour this awesome equestrian facility that looks
almost like a Disney resort with an equine theme. Even the weather was nice. Thanks, too, to our fine BOD members who have
been so good to plan and meet monthly. It is rewarding to see ideas become reality.
Our next event will be the FFTA Fall Festival to be held at the equestrian facilities in Welaka State Forest on the weekend of
November 6-7. We have activities planned for everyone—whether you bring a horse or not. Within this Newsletter your will
find information about the activities, places to stay along the St. John’s River, information about stalls, and horse camping. Bring
along your family members who are not necessarily into horses. There are hiking trails, kayaking area, a spring where you can
swim, lots of fishing and boating availability along the River. Come make a family outing this first weekend in November.
(Additionally, we could use some volunteers to help with the various activities—for any length of time. If anyone has a horseshoe
game, corn hole game, etc. please let us know. Contact Debbie Hagenbach-Reese or Kathie Woodward. See contact numbers for
BOD in this newsletter.)
We are diligently trying to design our events so that even in this Pandemic, we can enjoy activities that are safe for those who
participate – being outdoors, riding our horses, and doing things that meet CDC guidelines.
Hoping for cooler, drier weather as we head into the autumn months. Oh, our horses said they would enjoy having fewer flies,
too. Continue to keep yourself and others safe. Looking forward to seeing you in November. HAPPY HALLOWEEN.
KATHIE
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October 2021 Birthdays
Marcia Williams – October 9th
Darlene Taylor – October 15th
Marilyn Johnson – October 29th

Notes from the Secretary
Jan McDougald
Please remember there will be a short general meeting at the Fall Festival. Primary business will be presenting
plans for improving our Association in the future. There will also be nominations for the election of seven (7) board
members. This includes the four (4) officers and three (3) board members at large. The process for the election is
outlined in the By-Laws, Section V, a - g. I’ve attached the By-Laws in the email. If anyone knows someone that would
like to serve as a board member either as an officer or a board member at large you may nominate them at the
general meeting. The By-Laws outline the eligibility requirements for the board members.
Our President and Vice-President, Kathie and Debbie, have put lots of time and effort into planning of the Fall
Festival. They’ve worked hard to make sure it will be a fun time for everyone. Please see the updated Fall Festival
Flyer that is included in this news letter.
One “last” item… It’s nearing time for membership renewal. You’ll find a membership application for 2022
attached in the same email the newsletter arrived in. Early renewals are always appreciated.

Tour of the World Equestrian Center
September 18, 2021

Entrance to WEC 1

Calendar of Events 2021 and 2022
November 6 – 7 - Fall Festival
Welaka State Forest Equestrian Center (See Flyer)
December 3 – 5 Christmas Get Together … (See Preliminary Information…Flyer to come)
Black Horse Ranch, Umatilla, FL
April 2022 –

The Gathering exact date to be announced soon

FFTA FALL FESTIVAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
November 6 – 7, 2021 Welaka State Forest

Saturday, November 6
8:30 – 11 a.m. REGISTRATION













Hold Harmless Form – all participants sign
Day Use Fee—for those w/o stall or campsite reservations
FFTA 2022 Membership (renewal/new) available
Fill out forms/$15 individual/$25 family
Horse information:
--Coggins information
--Stall location
--Emergency information card
Schedule of Events: Give each person schedule of events and maps to Welaka
Poker Ride
(9:30-11 a.m. registration—must finish by 12 noon)
--Registration-- name
--Collect fee ($10 per person)
--Provide maps and instructions
--Groups of 2 – 4
Dinner Reservations: (count for restaurant)
--Names of people going to restaurant
--Directions to restaurant
Sunday Group Trail Ride (sign-up for a count)
Silent Auction—see items at the registration tables

All day:
All day:

Fun Obstacles (available all day) (Arena 2)
People Games (available all day) (Pavilion)

12 noon

End of poker ride and award the winner

Lunch

On your own

1:30 – 2:30

Games on Horseback

Ends at 5:30

Silent Auction—Proceeds go to Welaka State Forest
Equine Facilities

6:00 p.m.

Dinner at “Shrimp R Us” – Welaka (a very short drive)
Brief FFTA Business meeting

(Arena 1)

Sunday Morning, November 7
Group Trail Ride -- Ride the Trails of Welaka State Forest
(FFTA guide provided) Ride Out -- 9 a.m. from Arena 1

LOCATION : WELAKA STATE FOREST


DIRECTIONS: Located 2.3 south of the town of Welaka along the east side of the
St. John’s River—Highway 309. For GPS directions enter: “Welaka State Forest Headquarters”.



FFTA members will be there Friday – Sunday.



Features: EQUESTRIAN CENTER
 48 stalls with wash stations near each of 2 barns ($10 per night)
Make reservations



 6 tent sites (no electric) --$10 per night
 5 RV hook-ups ($23 per night)—already booked up
 Areas available for rigs without electricity
 2 arenas
 Picnic tables and campfire rings
 Additional areas to park rigs w/o electric
 RV dump station
 Showers and restrooms
 2 pavilions
 6 miles of well-marked equestrian trails
 Nearby cabin/RV accommodations outside the park within 2-5 miles from the Forest
 Several very good restaurants nearby
 Welaka city limits 2.3 miles north of the Welaka State Forest
 Dogs allowed—MUST BE ON LEASH AT ALL TIMES

OTHER ACTIVITIES – WEST SIDE OF FOREST
 Hiking trails to the St. John’s River
 Swimming in the spring
 Fishing camps nearby with boat ramps into Lake George
 Kayaking
 Biking trails (separate from horse trails)

ACCOMMODATIONS
Following is information about accommodations available for those planning to attend the Florida Fox Trotter Assocation’s Fall Festival. We
recommend that you make reservations ASAP because this weekend may be quite desirable for folks at this time of the year.
1.

Equestrian Center at Welaka State Forest:
GOOD NEWS: Welaka State Forest’s Equestrian Center has seen a make-over! In addition to adding RV hookups and tent camping
sites, there is a pavilion where one of the old stall barns stood, showers near the restrooms, etc. (For those who used the apartment, it
is not yet available for use.) Listed below are the available accommodations:
 5 RV hookups available ($23 per night) (At this date all are reserved.)
 6 “tent” sites w/o electricity ($10 per night)
 Other parking areas without any sites or electric
(No charge to camp/day use fee unless reserved a RV/tent campsite or stalls)
Restrooms and showers are available
 48 stalls available for horses ($10+tax per night) Reserve
 PETS ON LEASH AT ALL TIMES

How to reserve a RV or tent spot at the Welaka State Forest :






Google: Reserve America
Then in search-bar, type in 32193 (which will bring up 2 choices)
Select: Welaka State Forest
Make reservations for both your stalls and the type of camping site
Pay online with a credit card to reserve your spot

2. Other Accommodations Available Close to Welaka State Forest (all located on the St. John’s River)
If all the sites are taken at the Equestrian Center and you need an RV or cabin accommodation, this is the area to find them. The
ones we have listed here are along the beautiful St. John’s River. These are some RV and cabins located just minutes away from the
Equestrian Center. **(REMEMBER -- be sure to reserve stalls for your horse to stay at the Equestrian Center. There will be FFTA
members staying on site to watch your horses overnight). For those who would like to fish or boat while you are here, these are
good choices.

3.



Welaka Lodge & Resort (www.welakalodge.com)
386-467-7171
RV sites available –check prices on line/2-night minimum on weekends
--listed $32/$35/$45 depending on site plus tax
Cottages-- $169 per night for 2 guests +tax /$10 + per additional person



Trailboss RV & Marina (www.trailbossrvandmarina.com/rv-camping)
386-559-9409
RV and campground on the St. John’s River
$35 + tax per day



River’s Edge RV Park (www.riversedge-rvpark.com)
386-467-7147
RV campground
$45 -- $55 per night (2 adults +$5 extra)
Pets okay
Cabins
$110 - $120 per night –furnished
Sleeps 4 – 6 people



Bass World Lodge & Marina (www.bassworldlodge.net)
386-467-2267
RV/Camper
$35+ tax per night
Cabins
$70 - $80 per night
Sleeps up to 5 persons
Pets ok – on leash
Located on the St Johns River near Georgetown (just south of the Welaka
State Forest)



Renegades on the River (www.renegadesontheriver.com)
This is a bit pricier than the others. Beautiful RV park with upscale restaurant. Located on the St. John’s River.
RV/Camper
$70+ per night + tax
Cabins
$170 + Tax/+$50 cleaning fee/2-night minimum stay
(2 adults + extra for more adults – cost ?)

HOTELS – PALATKA (north of the event)
 Hampton Inn, Palatka, Fl (12.1 miles from Welaka State Forest)
 Quality Inn, Palatka, FL (12.2 miles from Welaka State Forest)
 Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites (12.6 miles from Welaka State Forest)
 Sleep Inn & Suites (12.6 miles from Welaka State Forest)

*PRELIMINARY INFORMATION
FOR
CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER 2021
WHEN: December 3-5, The first weekend of December - You are always welcome to arrive early and stay longer.
WHERE: Black Horse Ranch
22651 SE Hwy 42
Umatilla, FL 32784
Ph 352-434-2526
LODGING: Black Horse Ranch –
$35 – 30 amp RV Sites (some with water, electric and sewer)
$40 – 50 amp RV Sites (some with water, electric and sewer)
There are also a few RVs that can be rented for overnight and also a cabin.
HORSE LODGING:
$25 – Indoor stalls
$20 – Small outdoor paddocks
*There will be additional information regarding planned activities, trail riding and meals.
The above information will help in getting the event on your calendar and making reservations.
It should be a good one!

If You Have Questions Contact:
Nancy Chretien at 315-730-3471

